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Historic overview of New Zealand Hops

Hops were introduced to New Zealand approximately 150 years ago. The
“old line” European selections were not well suited to New Zealand’s
temperate oceanic environment. Instead, the North American cultivar
‘Late Cluster’ was imported and grown until the 1950’s. Since then a
successful breeding programme, combined with a pristine environment,
few pests or diseases has led to the development of 16 locally adapted
cultivars. The market has subsequently evolved so that currently c. 90% of
the crop is grown for export markets.

E e -
AN @ o
A = [
s §
E 7 w {
i K
E , E K
\ Y
B. SAAZ PACIFIC HALLERTAUER HORT 1524

p Breeding

9P (04) jownyoyyuex
l1Aydofien

9P (31dH) eleg
oney Nx/eydiy

Parentage

suasauleq

lBuaInWny

The New Zealand Hop Breeding Programme

Cultivar development commenced in the early 1950’s through the breeding of
new disease resistant hops which were descendants of “old line” noble hop
cultivars from Europe and America. The plant breeding programme
continues to develop advanced aroma-type selections particularly with
parentage of Fuggle, Hallertauer Mittelfrueh and Saazer. This has included
the completion of successful brew trials.
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